
	
	
	
	
	

Teaching Notes: Street Art Initials 
This is one of my favourite lessons to teach to older students. It’s a great way to prompt discussion and to 
develop the idea that individuals can have different opinions or views on art works or art forms. Graffiti is 
predominantly seen in a negative light by society due to the damage that it can cause to both private and 
public property. However, through this lesson, students will understand that Graffiti has evolved into a 
legitimate art form in in its own right – street art. By completing this lesson, students will develop an 
understanding of the differences between graffiti, tagging, vandalism and legal street art.  
 

Outcomes of lesson:   
Students will: 

• Develop an understanding of the difference between the terms graffiti, street art, tagging and 
vandalism. 

• Look at examples of each of these terms and discuss the differences. 
• Identify ways in which street art can be a positive to society. 
• Identify ways in which graffiti, vandalism and tagging can be harmful to society. 
• Look at artworks by artists such as Banksy and discuss how street art is becoming more acceptable, 

popular and valuable. 
• Develop skills in drawing and block writing to complete a street art style set of student initials. 

Preparation: 
• Search online for a variety of images of showing graffiti, tagging, and legal street art.  
• Also search online for suitable images for children to view by the artist known as Banksy.  
• Organise materials you will need for the practical component of the lesson.  

 
Introduction to Lesson: 
The introductory discussion of this lesson can often prove to be quite lengthy. Consider breaking this lesson 
into two sessions – the discussion and practical components.  
Graffiti/Tagging/Vandalism/Street Art Discussion 

• Display a picture of graffiti for the class to view. 
• Ask the class if anyone knows what word is used to describe this type of art? 
• Ask the class if they know what the word graffiti means? 
• Ask the class if they know any other words to describe graffiti. Write them on the board. 
• Ask the class if anyone has ever seen graffiti, tagging etc. Where have they seen it? 
• Did they like or dislike what they saw? Why? 
• Ask the class if they understand the difference between legal and illegal. Ask them to give an example. 
• Ask the class if they think graffiti/tagging is legal or illegal? Why do they think graffiti and tagging are 

illegal? 
• Discuss by giving examples of how tagging and graffiti can negatively affect society. 
• Display a street art image. Explain to the class that street art is different to graffiti as it is usually done 

with the permission of the owner of the building or property. 
• Discuss how street art can be used in a positive way. For example, to beautify an area, as a mural, to 

give a message, as advertising, or even as a way to prevent other graffiti. (Graffiti artists often respect 
other artists work and won’t paint over or damage it.) 

• Show a suitable artwork by the artist known as Banksy. Banksy is now a famous artist who started as a 
graffiti artist but now sells his artworks for large sums of money. His artworks are popular due to the 



messages that they display to the viewer. One of the interesting facts about Banksy is the mystery 
surrounding his identity. 

• Ask the class if they can see what message Banksy is attempting to deliver in your chosen image? 
• Ask the class if they think Banksy’s artwork is graffiti or street art?  
• The artworks of Banksy are a great discussion point due to the blurry nature between legal and illegal. 

Although Banksy is famous and his artworks are valuable, most are done without the permission of the 
owner and therefore they are actually done illegally and many are often painted over. 

• Ask the class if they think Banksy’s artworks should be considered legal or illegal? 
 

Practical:  
• Show the class images of graffiti style street art. In particular show the class images that have unique 

lettering styles shapes and bright colours.  
• Ask the class to identify features of this style of street art. Create a word bank of describing words for 

students to use when creating their own artwork. 
• When trying to create an artwork in a particular style, it is important to use the key visual features of 

that style. For example, in this artwork, to make it look like street art, we will need to include, bright 
colours, shadows and highlights, caps and ends on each letter, additional ends to letters that show 
movement or a simple picture (e.g. arrows, paint brushes or spray cans)  

• Complete the online lesson step by step with the class. 

 
Teaching points to highlight during lesson: 
Elements and Principles of Art. The elements and principles of art are the ingredients and recipe of an 
artwork. You should always use the names of the elements and principles during your lessons to demonstrate 
to students that they are always used in the creation of an artwork. This lesson uses several of them, mainly:  
Elements: line, shape, colour, value (light & dark) space (foreground & background)  
Principles: Balance, proportion & movement 
  
Step 13: Mounting. Point out to students that by mounting an artwork we are showing pride in our work. We 

should take just as much care with it as the artwork. If they do a messy job, people will only notice the 
sloppy mounting and not the beautiful picture! 

 

Concluding the lesson: 
As artists, we always learn through self-reflection and by evaluating our artworks. 
Ask students to ask themselves: 

• What do you like about your artwork?  
• What would you do differently next time? 
• This is often a personal thing for students, so ask the class if any of them wouldn’t mind sharing what 

they thought. 
• Conclude the lesson by asking students to turn to a nearby student and tell them something they like 

about their artwork.  
 

Assessment: 
• Are the students able to identify the differences between graffiti, tagging and street art. 
• Are the students able to present their opinion on this art form?  
• Are students able to self-reflect on how well they have used key features of street art lettering style in 

their own artworks.  
 

Further Ideas: 
This lesson is a great starting point for a class room debating activity where the class can prepare a debate in 
favour or against street art/graffiti.  

	


