
	
	
	
	
	

Teaching Notes: Olympics 2016 Rio de Janeiro 
Whilst this lesson creates a cute little artwork based on the Olympic Games it is also provides wonderful 
learning opportunities for your class.  At Easy Peasy Art School we strongly believe in ensuring that every 
lesson is a learning opportunity. 
 

Outcomes of lesson:   
Students will: 

• Develop an understanding of the need to identify key features of an object, person or place before 
drawing in an attempt to capture its likeness or to make it recognizable to a viewer. 

• Develop an understanding of the concept of a landmark both natural and man-made. 
• Develop skills in the use of the elements and principles of art in their artwork. 

Preparation: 
• Search online for a variety of images of Rio de Janeiro – the host city of the 2016 Olympic Games. Look 

for images which show landmarks of the city as identified in our online lesson instructions.  
• Organise materials you will need for the practical component of the lesson. Cut the A4 paper in half 

prior to the lesson. 

Introduction to Lesson: 
• Ask the class if they know where the Olympic Games is being held this year. 
• What is the name of the city? 
• What country is it in and have any of the students visited the city before? 
• Identify where Rio is on a work map. 
• Show the students the images of Rio and identify the names of the places.  
• Ask the class if any of them understand what the word ‘landmark’ means? 
• Discuss how the places in the pictures are famous landmarks of Rio. 
• Ask the class if their home town has any landmarks? 
• Discus how when drawing a place (landscape) it is important to  
• include the places or features that make it recognizable. 
• For example, with Rio, by including the Christ the Redeemer statue 

and Sugarloaf Mountain, most people would recognize what it was  
they were attempting to draw. The same could be said for their home town if they included the major 
landmarks. 

• Make a list or a word bank to display in class of the major landmarks  
of Rio. This list can be used during the lesson to ‘tick off’ as you go. 
 

Practical:  
• Complete the online lesson step by step with the class. 

 
Teaching points to highlight during lesson: 
Elements and Principles of Art. The elements and principles of art are the ingredients and recipe of an 
artwork. This lesson uses several of them, mainly:  
Elements: line, shape, colour, texture, value (light & dark) space (foreground, middle ground & background)  
Principles: Balance, proportion, movement, rhythm. 
 

  



When drawing and colouring the artwork: 
 
Step 2: Identify this part of the drawing as the foreground. 
Step 6: Point out the variety of shapes and patterns in the drawing. Note how the lines on the roofs create 

texture making them more interesting. Also point out how as the buildings go further up the hill their 
proportions change and become smaller so as to appear further away. 

Step 7: This mountain is the middle ground. 
Step 8: Point out how Sugarloaf Mountain balances the mountain on the other side of the picture. It is also in 

the background. Point out how in a landscape, we draw objects smaller the further they are away. 
Step 11: Point out how the lines of the beach lead your eyes downwards towards the line which draws your eye 

up the other mountain to the statue. This creates movement in the artwork. 
Step 12: We add shadow to increase the differences in value of the object (Contrast.) Our eyes are drawn to 

pictures like this because contrast makes them more visible.  
Step 13: The lines of the sky add rhythm and movement. 
Step 14: When colouring the Favela, we choose colours which look appealing together. Ask the class which 

colours they think would make good combinations. (Think complementary colours.)  
Step 18: This is the opposite of step 12: we leave or include white because it is important to have the 

opposites of black and white in an artwork. 
Step 19: Mounting. Point out to students that by mounting an artwork we are showing pride in our work. We 

should take just as much care with it as the artwork. If they do a messy job, people will only notice the 
sloppy mounting and not the beautiful picture! 

 

Concluding the lesson: 
As artists, we always learn through self-reflection and by evaluating our artworks. 
Ask students to ask themselves: 

• What do you like about your artwork?  
• What would you do differently next time? 
• This is often a personal thing for students, so ask the class if any of them wouldn’t mind sharing what 

they thought. 
• Conclude the lesson by asking students to turn to a nearby student and tell them something they like 

about their artwork.  
 

Assessment: 
• Are the students able to identify the key landmarks of Rio de Janeiro. 
• Are the students able to verbally identify key features of places or objects  

that they would need to include if drawing it? 
• Are students able to identify how they used colour, shape line and value 

 in their artwork? 
 

	
	
	


